
 

Mountrath  Ballyfin  
Online  Newsletter 

      

20th  - 21st September 2025 
  

Relics of Carlo Acutis and Padre Pio 
 

St. Fintan's Church, Ballyfin ( R32 TD61) 

Mon. 22nd Sept ( Vigil of Padre Pio Feast Day) after the Prayers 

for Priests- Divine Mercy & Rosaries                                                            

before the Blessed Sacrament)  7-9pm.                                                        

Veneration directly after the prayers finish.  

All most welcome! 

 

Sts. Padre Pio and Carlo Acutis, Pray for us   
  



 

Mountrath  Ballyfin  

Online  Newsletter 
(Online from Early Saturday mornings)  

 

Fr. P.J. Fitzgerald  S.P.S  C.C.  (087) 605 5783   

 Fr. Joe Brophy   P.P.       (087)  241 1594 

Website  www.mountrathparish.ie  

or   www.ballyfinparish.ie 

 Email jmbrophy2@gmail.com   

   Name of Parish App.   

 Mountrath and Ballyfin Parishes 



  Mary Phelan (Nee Hickey) Shannon Rd.,  R.I.P. 
We pray for Mary who died peacefully following a short illness at Naas 

General Hosp., on Fri. 12th Sept. Mary’s Funeral Mass was celebrated in 

St. Fintan’s Church, Mountrath on Mon. 15th Sept. followed by burial in 

Mountrath Cemetery. We extend sympathy to Declan and Ann Marie and 

their families, grandchildren Ava, Michael, Tom, Aisling, Fiadh, brother 

P.J. (Hickey), nieces, nephews and families, extended family, relatives, 

neighbours and friends.  Many people have fond memories of Mary from 

her time in Telford’s as sales assistant in years gone by. Mary was al-

ways willing to help a customer with a generous spirit, a kind word and 

a pleasant smile.  
 

Jack Conroy, Drim,   R.I.P.                                                                                                                            
We pray for Jack who died peacefully after a short illness on Sun. 14th 

Sept.  Jack’s Funeral Mass was celebrated in St. Edmund’s Church, Cas-

tletown on Tues. 17th Sept. followed by burial in Mountrath Cemetery. We 

extend sympathy to John, Kevin and James, Yvonne, Annette and Lisa 

and their families and their mother Ann, grandchildren Amy, Eóghan, Lo-

gan and William, brothers Jimmy and Fint, sisters Kathleen and Marian, 

nephews, nieces and their families, extended family, relatives and 

friends. 



 

  
Maria Alberta (Mary) Brophy  

(née McCormack)  R.I.P. 

 Portlaoise, Mountrath, West Yorkshire   

  

                  We pray for Mary who died peacefully at her home in Yorkshire on 

Sat. 6th Sept.  Mary’s Funeral Mass was celebrated in St. Peter and Paul 

Church, Portlaoise on Wed. 17th Sept. followed by burial in St. Peter and 

Paul Cemetery, Portlaoise. We extend sympathy to Marie, Philomena, 

Catherine, Pauline, William, Bridget, Paul, Marion, Daniel and Anthony 

and their families, grandchildren and great grandchildren, relatives and 

her friends in Portlaoise, Mountrath and West Yorkshire. 

May Mary, Jack and Maria (Mary) rest in the peace of Christ. 

 



 

Parish Sacramental Programme  

  2025 – 2026     Ballyfin Parish 

The Sacrament dates for 2026 have now been finalised –  

First Holy Communion  10.00 am Mass on Sun. 17th May 

Ceremony of Confirmation  

Friday 1st May commencing at 2.30 pm (Ballyfin Church) 

Main celebrant, Bishop Denis Nulty 

First Penance for First Holy Communion children   

Thurs. 23rd April, at 11.30am 

The Sacrament of Penance (Confessions) for Confirmation Candidates 

Tues. 28th April at 7.30pm  (Ballyfin Church) 

They all feel a long way off now, but the time will fly! A more immediate-

ly relevant date for First Holy Communion candidates is 10.00 am                    

Sunday Mass on 5th Oct. which will be their enrolment Mass. 



 

Arranging Anniversary Mass or Month’s Mind Mass 
 

The traditional way of arranging an Anniversary Mass remembrance was by visiting 

the Sacristy before or after Mass and making the necessary arrangement with the 

priest, who wrote the intention into the Anniversaries Diary, there and then.  However, 

since Covid this practice has changed.  

 Arrangements for Anniversary Mass remembrances and Month’s Mind Masses are, 

more often than not, now arranged by email, text message, whatsapp, by phone, 

among many other ways.   Which is great.  

 

 On the down-side, it can be quiet difficult to keep track of all these ways. -  Some-

times emails can go to folders on the computer other than the main folder and are not 

seen straight away.  The same can apply to text messages and Whatsapp. messages. 

This can cause a problem when I have no knowledge of these emails / messages com-

ing in and are sometimes not detected at the time. 
 

Can I ask you  –  

if you send me an email, text message or a message on Whatsapp, or any way, other 

than visiting the Sacristy, requesting an Anniversary Mass remembrance or arrange-

ments for a Month’s Mind  Mass and don’t hear from me or don’t see the relevant 

name / names in the Newsletter,  

please give me a call on 087 241 1594 



                   
 

Safeguarding Children Parish Reps.             

Ballyfin Parish     

 Triona O’Rourke       Peter Byrne 
 

Mountrath Parish.  

Caroline Moore     Pacelli Walsh      

                                               

  Diocesan Designated Liaison Person   

Ms. Ailish Higgins.             

 Deputy Diocesan Liaison Person:  

    Ms Michelle Hughes c/o 
 

Bishop’s Hse, Dublin Rd, Carlow   Phone  085 802 1633 
 



                   
 

If you wish to contribute directly through your Bank account 

to Parish funds  

Here are our Bank Account details 
 

Ballyfin Parish    -    (A.I.B. Portlaoise Branch) 

Lyster Square, Portlaoise.  

Name of Account  -  Ballyfin Parish Pastoral Council 

IBAN - IE44 AIBK 9332 7900 203030 

BIC.   -  AIBKIE2D 

 

Mountrath Parish - Bank Account Details 

(Bank of Ireland)   (Portlaoise Branch)  

Name - Mountrath Parish Current Account    -   

 Account number - 7274 7250 

IBAN - IE93 BOFI 9018 2972 7472 50   -   

 BIC. - BOFIIE2D 
 

If contributing to Parish directly through our bank account  please include 

your own name as the reference.  



                   
 

 

 

  
 

  
 

 

  
 

  

 

 

 

 



    

  

Veneration of Relics of 
Sts. Carlo Acutis and Padre Pio 

 

St. Fintan's Church, Ballyfin ( R32 TD61) 

Mon. 22nd Sept ( Vigil of Padre Pio Feast Day) 

after the Prayers for Priests- Divine Mercy & 

Rosaries before the Blessed Sacrament)                        

7-9pm. Veneration directly after the prayers 

finish. All most welcome! 

Sts. Padre Pio and Carlo Acutis, Pray for us. 
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Matters 
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Irish Bishops  

Conference 
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 Jubilee Year 

 2025  

“We are  

Pilgrims 

of  

Hope” 

 



 

                                                                                                    



 

                                                                                                    



 

 Jubilee Year 

 2025  

“We are  

Pilgrims 

of  

Hope” 

 



 

                                                                                                     



 

                                                                                                     



 

                                                                                                     



  

Jubilee year 

Pilgrims of Hope 



Parishes Alive Day 
 

On Sat. 21st June 2025, Bishop Denis Nulty 

along with the Diocesan Pastoral Council, host-

ed a faith conference attended by over 100 pa-

rishioners and clergy from around the diocese. 

The title of the day was “Parishes Alive - Mov-

ing Forward in Hope!” The event took place in 

Carlow College, St. Patrick’s, and marked the 

second annual Parishes Alive day in the Dio-

cese. A report on the day was prepared and is 

now available on the                                                             

diocesan website  www.kandle.ie. or 



  

 Jubilee Year 2025.    
 
 

Pilgrims of Hope 
 

During the 18th and 19th Century in the time of persecution and the                   

penal laws, the Bishop of Kildare and Leighlin resided in Allen Parish. 

People attended Mass at the Priests Corner Mass Rock in Ballyteague. 

As part of the Jubilee year - Pilgrims of Hope - Bishop Denis Nulty will 

celebrate Mass at the Priests Corner Mass Rock in Ballyteague                            

  on Sunday 15th June at 2pm. 

For people who wish to walk the 2.5kms in pilgrimage, please assemble 

at 12.30 pm at the GAA clubhouse in Ballyteague W91 VEW8. For people 

who do not wish to walk, car parking will be available beside the Mass 

Rock which will be signposted on the day. 



 

   



 

 The Jubilee Prayer 

Father in heaven, may the faith you have given us in your son, 

 Jesus Christ, our brother, 

 and the flame of charity enkindled in our hearts  

by the Holy Spirit, reawaken in us the blessed hope  

for the coming of your Kingdom. 

May your grace transform us into tireless cultivators  

of the seeds of the Gospel. 

May those seeds transform from within both humanity  

and the whole cosmos in the sure expectation  

of a new heaven and a new earth,  

when, with the powers of Evil vanquished,  

your glory will shine eternally. 

May the grace of the Jubilee reawaken in us,  

Pilgrims of Hope, a yearning for the treasures of heaven. 

May that same grace spread the joy and peace of  

our Redeemer throughout the earth. 

To you our God, eternally blessed,  

be glory and praise for ever.  Amen. 

  



 

    

  

Parish  

News 

 

 

 
 



 

    

 
Note from Gaelscoil Thromaire 

We are holding an Open Hour for Parents and 

children who are starting school in Sept. 2026  

 Friday 3rd October from 1.30 to 2.30. 

 



 

 

 

 

    

  

 

Give Blood – Give Life 

Blood Clinic will be in St. Fintan's Hall, 

 Mountrath  

on  

Tues. next, Sept.23rd   

from 4pm to 8pm. 

  

 

                                                                                     



 

    

   

Jubilee of Youth in Rome, 
 July 29th to Aug. 4th ‘25. 

 
  If you would like to be leader, please let me 

know as soon as possible, as places are very 

limited.  

Please let me know your name,  

contact number and email address. 

(Fr. Joe) 

 



 

    

   

 
 

Breast Cancer Awareness                                  

  1st — 31st. Oct   

If you would like further information,  

you are invited to log onto  

 www.breastcancerireland.com    

 

 
 



 

    

  

  

 

 

 
 

Cúl Camps 2025 is approaching 

fast and we are looking for your 

help in promoting the camps for 

the kids in your school, commu-
nity and local GAA club. Can I ask 

all school admins to pop the fol-

lowing notice via Aladdin for the 

attention of the parents of your 

kids.  
 

Registration for the 2025 Laois 

GAA Cúl Camps are now open:  
Register for your local camp 

here:  
 

https://

www.kelloggsculcamps.gaa.ie/

booking/?

county=Laois&venue=&week=  
Dean Malone  dean.malone.gdc.laois@gaa.ie  



 

    

        Tax Back Scheme    Mountrath Parish 
 

Once again, I want to renew my appreciation to you for the ways you support-

ed the Parish and us, the priests of the parish, over the past year. We are 

deeply grateful.   

Donations to Mountrath Parish of over €250 have the potential to increase 

your contribution to Parish funds by 31% through participation in the Tax Back 

Scheme.  It is of huge benefit to the Parish if we know the amount parishion-

ers donate and the name of the donors.  Hence this year we are sending out 

numbered boxes to all households            in the Parish. 

We sent out CHY3 Forms to eligible parishioners ( who donated over € 250 ) 

for the first time in 2023 and we were able to claim back over € 13,739 for 

the years 2021  and 2022 . This is of immense benefit to the Parish. Thank you 

to everyone who has joined this scheme - it is very much appreciated.  
 

  If you receive a CHY3 Form later on in the Spring please consider completing 

the   details and returning it . If you would like more information please con-

tact me. 

If you are already part of the Tax Back Scheme — Thank You  
 

If you are not yet part of the tax back Scheme, I ask you to consider becoming 

part of it   -  It is of huge benefit to the Parish  

Thank you for your cooperation in this regard. 



 

    

  Tax Back Scheme 

(Ballyfin Parish) 
Once again, I want to renew my appreciation to you for the ways you 

support the Parish and us, the priests of the parish, over the past year. 

We are deeply grateful.  
  

Donations to Ballyfin Parish of over €250 via the Parish envelopes have 

the potential to increase  your contribution to Parish funds by 31% 

through participation in the Tax Back Scheme.                                           

“Thank you” to everyone who has joined this scheme - it is very much            

appreciated.         

                                         

    In 2023, the Tax Rebate scheme augmented our Parish finances      

by almost € 23,000 

 

 If you are not, as yet, part of this scheme and would like more infor-

mation, please contact me at your convenience.  (Fr. Joe) 

 

 



 

    

  

 

 

 
 



 

A very sincere  Thank You  

  to you and your family - 

 for your very generous support of  

and continued commitment  

to Mountrath and Ballyfin Parish  

Funds  

And 

Mountrath and Ballyfin Parish Lottos 



 
Get Well Wishes 

 

We keep and hold in our Thoughts and Prayers,    

    People, their families and carers,                            

who are ill or unwell, at home,  

in Hospital or Nursing Home  

or undergoing any surgical or medical                       

procedures at this time. 

We wish you a speedy recovery  

 

 
 



 

Bingo  
every Monday night  

In St. Fintan’s Hall at 8pm.   

Come along and bring a friend.!! 



 

If you wish to contribute directly through your Bank account 

to Parish funds  

Here are our Bank Account details 
 

Ballyfin Parish    -    (A.I.B. Portlaoise Branch) 

Lyster Square, Portlaoise.  

Name of Account  -  Ballyfin Parish Pastoral Council 

IBAN - IE44 AIBK 9332 7900 203030 

BIC.   -  AIBKIE2D 

 

Mountrath Parish - Bank Account Details 

(Bank of Ireland)   (Portlaoise Branch)  

Name - Mountrath Parish Current Account    -   

 Account number - 7274 7250 

IBAN - IE93 BOFI 9018 2972 7472 50   -   

 BIC. - BOFIIE2D 
 

If contributing to Parish directly through our bank account  please include 

your own name as the reference.  



 

Anniversary Masses  
Mountrath Ballyfin Parishes 

 

 Sat. 20th Sept. 

To 

Sun.  27th Sept. 

 
 

Lord, for your faithful people, 

Life is Changed, not ended 



                       

Ballyfin  Anniversaries   
Anniversary and Mass Times 

             
             Sat. 20th Sept. to Sun. 27th Sept.  
      

 

 

Sat. 20th Sept.  8.00 pm  Pat and Anne Dunne, Cappanrush       .           

and deceased members of Dunne and Madden Families                                                                            

Sun. 21st Sept. 10.00 am     25th Sunday in Ord. Time                                                                                          

Mon. 22nd Sept. 7.00 pm    Apostolate of Sanctification                       

(Veneration of Sacred Relics  - See note on Page )                                                                              

Sat. 27th Sept.  8.00 pm     Vigil Mass                                                                     

Sun.28th Sept. 10.00 am    26th Sunday in Ord. Time                                                                       

Mon. 29th Sept. 7.00 pm     Apostolate of Sanctification                                                   

     Month’s Mind Mass                                                                            

   Sat. 18th Oct. 8.00 pm Billy Kirwan, Dublin, Formerly Ringstown              

   Lord, for your faithful people, life is changed, not ended 



 

  Mountrath  Anniversaries  

Mass Times     Anniversaries     

Sat. 20th  - Sun. 21st Sept. 
Mass Ɵmes as listed below are for Mountrath Church unless otherwise indicated 

 

 

Sat.  20th Sept.  7.00 pm   Denise Delaney, Kiln Lane.  2nd Anniv.                      .                                         
.                                         Joe and Maureen Kirwan, Clonard.  

Sun.  21st Sept.   9.00 am   The Hollow Ch.          

                          11.30 am   Michael and Frances Keegan, Main St.,  

                                 Son, Pearse,  Daughter Regina. Grandson Cathal. 

Tues. 23rd Sept. 10.00 am    

Wed. 24th Sept.  10.00 am     

Thurs 25th Sept 10.00 am                                                                                                                
Fri.  26th Sept. 10.00 am    Altar List of the Dead.                                                                                    

Sat.  27th Sept. 7.00 pm    Rose Murphy, Patrick St.,  3rd Anniv. 

                                         Maria O’Rourke, Kiln Lane.  8th Anniv.  

Sun. 28th Sept. 9.00 am      The Hollow Church      

                  .      11.30 am     26th Sun. in Ord. Time. 
  

1st Anniversary Mass Remembrance                                                                           
Sat. 4th Oct. 7.00 pm  John Doheny, Portlaoise Rd., 

                     

                     Lord, for your faithful people, life is changed, not ended. 



 
 

Parish  

Lottos 



 

Ballyfin Parish Lotto,  

Wed  17th Sept.  

Nos. Drawn  1   10   21   29  

No Jackpot Winner    

14 Match  3   Winners  Rec. € 72 each 

2 Local Winner   
Marie Connolly. Promoter  Kathleen Dunne 

Shirley Houlihan.     Promoter  Harry Allen 
 

Next Week’s Jackpot   € 20,000 

Thank you for your continued  
and generous support of  

Ballyfin Parish Lotto. 



 

Mountrath Parish Lotto  Thurs.  18th Sept. 
  

 Nos.  Drawn    1   9   17   29 

   No € 20,000 Jackpot Winner                           

11 Match 3 Winners  rec. € 91 each 

  2 Local Winners  
Kam O’Connor. Promoter Pacelli Walsh 
Ruth Hipwell.         Promoter, M. Farrell   

 

Next Week’s Jackpot € 20,000 
Thank you for your continued  

and generous support of  
Mountrath Parish Lotto. 



 

A note of thanks  

  to everyone involved in 

 Mountrath and Ballyfin Parish Lottos   

 Organising Committees, Promoters,  

Shops and others who facilitate the sale                          

of Lotto Tickets 

 and most importantly,  

you,  

who purchase a Lotto ticket every week.  

 I extend a very sincere  “thank you”  

for your continued support and generousity. 



Mountrath Ballyfin Lottos 
 

Next Week’s  

 

Mountrath      € 20,000 

Ballyfin        € 20,000 



 

News From Around  

The Diocese 

 



 

 

Parishes Alive Day 
 

On Sat. 21st June 2025, Bishop Denis Nulty along with the Diocesan 

Pastoral Council, hosted a faith conference attended by over 100                   

parishioners and clergy from around the diocese. The title of the                  

day was “Parishes Alive - Moving Forward in Hope!” The event took 

place in Carlow College, St. Patrick’s, and marked the second annual 

Parishes Alive day in the Diocese. A report on the day was prepared 

and is now available on the diocesan website  www.kandle.ie.   

  

 



Irish Cancer Society’s Transport Service                                       

Volunteer Drivers Needed 

    The Irish Cancer Society’s Transport Service is seeking                      

compassionate volunteer drivers in your community. Your 

time can help to continue the vital service of providing 

transport for patients attending cancer treatment appoint-

ments. 

If you have a minimum of 2 days per month to spare, a valid 

driving license, and a safe, reliable vehicle, you're the perfect 

candidate to make a significant difference. Your generosity 

can ease the journey for many during a challenging time, of-

fering comfort and support when it's needed most. 

Full training will be provided. There are a number of essential 

post-drive administration tasks that will require either exist-

ing knowledge of basic computer or IT skills, or the willing-

ness to acquire such skills (such as scanning and uploading 

documents or attending virtual meetings). 

For more information and to become a volunteer driver,                         

contact Monica at volunteer@irishcancer.ie. 



 

 
Map of the  

Diocese of  

Kildare  

and  

Leighlin 



 

 



 
Events  

at  
Bloom HQ 



 
 



 
 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

   Other  

News 



 

 

 

Parish  

Finances



 

Mountrath Parish    Statement of Account 2023 
 

 Income                                               Expenses 

Basket Collection       € 35,932.00                      Pastoral Programmes       € 721.00                     

Envelope Collection    € 33,378.00                      Insurance               € 38,065.00            

    Shrine Income              € 11,590.00                       Security                    € 503.00                            

Rental Income            € 30,890.00                      Light/Heat             € 23,349.00                              

Fundraising                  € 3,225 .00                      Cleaning        € 200.00                               

Donations                    € 71,400.00                      Rates/Water/Waste        € 579.00 

Tax Refunds/Rebate      € 3,121 .00                     Maintenance/Repairs  € 79,602.00     

Church Bookings             € 500.00                      Diocesan Levy             € 11,006.00 

Lotto Income                € 31,631.00                      Loan Interest                        € 3.00 

Office                           € 1,899 .00                       Bank Charges       € 926.00 

Deposit Interest    € 36.00                      Diocesan Retire’t Fund   € 1,000 00 

Other Income              € 2,984 .00                      Printing/Missallettes    € 9,233.00 

                                       Altar/Shrine             € 10,616.00 

  Total:                       € 226,586.00                    Telephone/Broadband      € 600.00 

                                       Computer/servicing    € 5,051.00 

                                       Accountancy Fees      € 540.00 

                                       Youth/Community            € 260.00 

                                        Hire of Equipment      € 1,141.00 

                                        Music/Choir       € 250.00 

                                        Legal/Professional      € 828.00 

                                        Donations               € 1,700.00 
                                       

                                         Total:                 € 186,173.00        

A very sincere “Thank You” for your continuous and generous  



  

 

 

Ballyfin Parish    Third Party Collections 2024   

 

   Retired Priests       €   1,525.00            

   Peter’s  Pence           €  852.00  

   World Mission           €   1,123.00           

    Trocaire                   €  2,462.96  

Collection for Gaza (Good Friday)  € 500.00           

  Total      € 6462.96    

 

I wish to thank you for your support of the work of Trocaire, 

the Missions, Peter’s Pence Collection and the Retired Priests 

Fund throughout the year .     

   



 

Mountrath Parish    Statement of Account 2023 
 

 Income                                               Expenses 

Basket Collection       € 35,932.00                      Pastoral Programmes       € 721.00                     

Envelope Collection    € 33,378.00                      Insurance               € 38,065.00            

    Shrine Income              € 11,590.00                       Security                    € 503.00                            

Rental Income            € 30,890.00                      Light/Heat             € 23,349.00                              

Fundraising                  € 3,225 .00                      Cleaning        € 200.00                               

Donations                    € 71,400.00                      Rates/Water/Waste        € 579.00 

Tax Refunds/Rebate      € 3,121 .00                     Maintenance/Repairs  € 79,602.00     

Church Bookings             € 500.00                      Diocesan Levy             € 11,006.00 

Lotto Income                € 31,631.00                      Loan Interest                        € 3.00 

Office                           € 1,899 .00                       Bank Charges       € 926.00 

Deposit Interest    € 36.00                      Diocesan Retire’t Fund   € 1,000 00 

Other Income              € 2,984 .00                      Printing/Missallettes    € 9,233.00 

                                       Altar/Shrine             € 10,616.00 

  Total:                       € 226,586.00                    Telephone/Broadband      € 600.00 

                                       Computer/servicing    € 5,051.00 

                                       Accountancy Fees      € 540.00 

                                       Youth/Community            € 260.00 

                                        Hire of Equipment      € 1,141.00 

                                        Music/Choir       € 250.00 

                                        Legal/Professional      € 828.00 

                                        Donations               € 1,700.00 
                                       

                                         Total:                 € 186,173.00        

A very sincere “Thank You” for your continuous and generous  

support of Mountrath Parish        



 

Mountrath Parish   

Third Party Collections 2024   
 

   Retired Priests         €   530.00            

   Peter’s  Pence           €  550.00  

   World Mission            €   615.00           

    Trocaire                  €  2, 615.00 

Collection for Gaza (Good Friday)  € 390.00           

  Total      € 4,700.00  

 

I wish to thank you for your support of the work of Trocaire, 

the Missions, Peter’s Pence Collection and the Retired Priests 

Fund throughout the year .     

 


